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 Penny & The Quarter 

Preface: This effect requires some advance preparation: You need a quarter, and two 
pennies that are similar in appearance.  

Apply a small dab of super glue on one of the pennies. You can also use scotch tape, but 
be careful that the tape does not overlap the coin. Now, stick the penny to the quarter. See 
Figure 1.  

     !  
     Figure 1 

Keep the quarter (with attached penny) and the loose penny in your pocket until you are 
ready to perform. 

Explanation: When ready, remove the coins from your pocket, being careful not to 
expose the hidden penny. Place the quarter in the palm of your left hand so that the penny 
remains hidden beneath it. Then, place the loose penny atop the quarter, as shown in 
Figure 2  

!  
Figure 2 

Show your coins to the spectator, Saying, “I have a penny and a quarter, right?” When 
the eagle-eyed spectator agrees, openly remove the loose penny with the right hand and 
place it into your right pocket. Then close the left hand. 
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“And if I put a penny in my pocket, what do I have left?” Confidently, the spectator will 
reply, “A quarter.”  

In the process of opening your left hand, flip the double coin so the penny side is up. The 
spectator will see a quarter and a penny.  
You will say, “No, I have a quarter and a penny.”  

Now, again close your hand around the coin(s). Allow enough room for your right hand 
to reach in and pull out the glued (or taped) quarter. Be sure to openly remove the quarter, 
remembering to keep the left hand closed so that the taped penny is behind it and out of 
the spectator’s view. Place it in your right pocket with the previously deposited penny. 

“If I remove the quarter, what do I have left? 

The spectator will respond, “A penny/” Open your left hand and show it empty. Say, 
“Easy come, easy go.” 

Postscript: Practice this effect a few times and you will have an amazing trick that is 
easy to do. I highly recommend the super glue over the double tape for securing the 
penny to the quarter. But in a pinch, the tape works fine.  
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Coin Through Handkerchief 

Preface: In addition to a handkerchief, you’ll need a quarter. This is fairly easy to 
perform, and can be done quickly, once mastered.  

In effect, a coin seems to penetrate right through the cloth of the handkerchief. Upon 
examination, there is neither a hole in the hanky, nor anything unusual about the coin. 

Explanation: Make sure the spectator is seated to your left side. Hold a quarter in your 
left fingertips. Cover it with your hanky; making sure your hanky is not so transparent 
that the coin can be seen through it. You will need to execute a secret move here. When 
you drape the coin with the hanky, secure a bit of cloth between your thumb and the 
bottom of the coin. See Diagram 3. Notice there is a little extra cloth beneath the coin and 
the thumb. 

!  
Figure 3 

But you will need to do another secret move. You want to show the spectator that the coin 
is still there. So lift the side of the hanky that is nearest to the spectator. See Figure 4. 

!  
Figure 4 
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Here’s the last secret move. After showing that the coin is still in your fingertips, toss 
your hand forward and downward. You will want both the front AND the back of the 
hanky to fall over your hand. It will look perfectly fair, but the coin will now be outside 
the hanky, as shown in Figure 5. All you have to do is make sure that you keep the hanky 
side toward the spectator. 

!  
Figure 5 

Continue by twisting all the cloth that is below the coin. The contour of the coin will be 
apparent through the cloth. You can even slam it against the examining table to prove the 
coin is inside the hanky.  

Give the twisted bottom ends to the spectator and ask him or her to hold tightly. When the 
spectator has a good grip, slowly use the fingertips of both hands to rub the coin right 
through the handkerchief, as shown in Figure 6.  The view of the spectator’s hands is 
eliminated for clarity. 

!  
Figure 6 

Once the coin has penetrated the cloth, you can open the hanky to show that there are no 
holes or trap doors.  

Postscript: If you’re out to dinner, you can grab the napkin, a quarter from your pocket, 
and you’re set to go. The key is to have a cloth that is not transparent. 
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Neck Penetration 

Preface: Is the hand quicker than the eye? In this case it is. A length of twine seems to 
pass right through your neck.  

Explanation: Take a length of string, approximately three to four-feet long, and tightly 
tie off the ends to form a loop. Now place the loop around the back of your neck, holding 
each end with the first finger of each hand. See Figure 7.  

!  
Figure 7 

Bring your hands together at the front of your neck to the point where the two ends are 
almost touching one another.  

Now you must turn your hands to hide both the ends of the loop and your fingers, by 
placing the back of your hands toward the spectator. See Figure 8. 

!  
Figure 8 

Tell the spectator that you can cause the string to pass right through your neck. As you 
speak, slip your right-hand middle finger into the loop that is held by the left-hand index 
finger. You are now ready for the climax. Allow your right index finger to come to the 
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edge of the string so that it is hardly holding it. This puts you in a position to let go of the 
string quickly and effortlessly. Again, refer to Figure 8. 

Say to the spectator, “Ready? Now!” Spread your hands wide apart, and the string will 
seem to have penetrated through your neck. Figure 9 shows the slight change in position. 
As you can see, the string is now on the right middle finger rather than the index finger, 
as when you started. 

!  
Figure 9 

Postscript: This could also be done through your leg. The choice is yours. The method is 
the same. 

!  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Leaping Rubber Band 

Preview: All you need is a rubber band in the pocket or on your wrist, and you’re set to 
begin.  

A rubber band jumps from your first two fingers to your second two fingers.  

Explanation: If you can secure a thick rubber band, even better. Hold your left hand 
upward with the palm facing you. Place the rubber band over your index and middle 
fingers at the knuckle, just below the second phalanx, as shown in Figure 10. 

!  

Figure 10 

Show both sides of your hand to the spectator. Now allow the rubber band to slide down 
to the base of your fingers, just above the palm. 

With your right hand, grasp the rubber band near the middle finger and stretch the band 
across the palm of your hand. Simultaneously, curl your left fingers downward and into 
the newly formed gap created by the stretched rubber band. See illustration in Figure 11. 

!  

Figure 11 
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Keep pulling the rubber band until it passes the baby finger of the left hand. Now let it 
fall over all four fingers. It must rest along the first phalanx near the base of your 
fingernails, as shown in Figure 12.  

!  

Figure 12 

Maintain a fist-like position with your hand, and turn it over with the knuckles upward. 
Here the rubber band appears to be wrapped around only your first two fingers. See 
Figure 13. 

!  

Figure 13 

You are now set for the magic jump. When you quickly straighten your fingers, the 
rubber band will automatically leap to the other two-fingers, as shown in Figure 14. 
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!  

Figure 14 

. 
Postscript: Naturally, people should not know how the rubber band is placed in advance. 
With a minimal amount of practice, you will be able to set it up before revealing the 
enigma.  

I’ve found that a rubber band that is between one and two inches long works best.  

!  
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Melting Knot 

Preview: A knot seems to melt right off a handkerchief. You can also use a scarf or a 
piece of rope.  

Explanation:  Follow the illustrations below with a handkerchief in hand and just do 
everything as you read. It’s quite easy.  

Start by holding one end of the hanky between the first and second fingers of the left 
hand. See Figure 15. 

!  
Figure 15 

With your right hand, bring the bottom end up, running it between and through your left 
second and third fingers. Continue through the crotch of the thumb, squeezing the hanky 
between the thumb and first finger of the left hand. Done correctly, your position will be 
like that illustrated in Figure 16. 

Make sure that your left hand keeps a tight grip with its second and third fingers. In the 
diagram, I have left a separation of these fingers for clarity. But in practice they pinch 
against each other. 

!  
Figure 16 
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Your right hand reaches through the loop that hangs beneath the left hand, and the fingers 
grab the end—marked X in Figure 17.  

!  

Figure 17 

The right fingers now pull this end through the loop and toward you. Keep a tight grip on 
the hanky in two spots. Spot 1 is the area between the left middle and ring fingers. Spot 2 
is the area between the left thumb and first finger. See Figure 18. 

!  
Figure 18 

Continue pulling on the end held by your right fingers. As the knot tightens, let it free up 
from the left-hand middle and ring fingers but not from the thumb and index finger. You 
can pull the ends to create the illusion of the knot. But don’t pull too far or too fast 
because the knot will become undone. Rather, pull the ends just enough so the semblance 
of a knot appears in the middle of the hanky, as shown in Figure 19. 
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Figure 19 

All that is left is to ask your spectator if he or she can count to three. When the proud 
announcement is that counting to three is easy, show your melting knot. As the counting 
proceeds, pull both ends away from the center, and the knot will dissolve, leaving you in 
the position illustrated in Figure 20. 

!  

Figure 20 

Postscript: Don’t underestimate the value of having the spectator interact in the counting 
process.  

The whole process of tying the knot and dissolving it should take no more than a few 
seconds. 
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One To Ten 

Preview: A little practice will go a long way in making this one a winner for you. It 
happens very quickly (as long as it takes you to count to ten).  

After a series of hand maneuvers, a cotton ball seems to magically pass from one hand to 
the other. 

Explanation: The key to success is in the cadence and rhythm of the counting sequence. 
There is a crucial move that you will need to become comfortable with. But you should 
easily master it in less than fifteen minutes.  

Place two cotton balls on the table, about six inches apart, across from the spectator. See 
Figure 21.  

!  

Figure 21 

Ask the spectator to watch, and begin your patter (counting to ten) in a rapid, smooth 
pattern from one to ten. As each number is recited, a specific action must be taken. 
“One.” Rest your open right hand, palm down, on top of the cotton ball that is to your 
right. Your palm should lightly contact the cotton ball, as shown in Figure 22. 

!  
Figure 22 
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“Two.” Rest your open left hand, palm down, on top of the cotton ball that is to your left. 
Your palm should also lightly contact the cotton ball. See Figure 23. 

!  
Figure 23 

“Three.” Turn your right hand over. Now the back of the hand gently contacts the ball. 
Your position should replicate that shown in Figure 24. 

!  
Figure 24 

“Four.” Turn your left hand over. Now the back of this hand gently contacts the ball. See 
Figure 25. 

!  
Figure 25 
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“Five.” Lift your right hand. Turn it over and pick up the cotton ball, lifting it about three 
inches off the table, with the right fingertips and thumb. Keep the left hand where it is. 
See Figure 26. 

!  
Figure 26 

“Six.”  Now the crucial move mentioned earlier. Move your right hand to the left hand 
(still palm up). You will pretend to place the cotton ball, held in the right hand, into the 
left hand, but you don’t. Instead, three things happen.  

First, the right hand comes to the left hand, stopping when the cotton ball contacts the left 
palm. Second, the right-hand thumb slides the cotton ball from the fingertips down into 
the fingers. Your position should resemble the illustration in Figure 27. 

!  
Figure 27 

Finally, the left hand closes as if it were clenching the deposited cotton ball. See Figure 
28. 

!  17
Copyright ©2019 Michael Duseberg Inc



!  

Figure 28 

Without interrupting your cadence, continue. “Seven.” The left hand moves further to the 
left, fully revealing the ball that was beneath it. The right-hand fingers simultaneously 
snatch the cotton ball from the table (previously under the left hand). See Figure 29. The 
right fingers then close around the cotton balls. 

!  
Figure 29 

“Eight.” Turn both hands up so the backs of the palms rest on the table, as shown in. 
Figure 30. 

!  
Figure 30 

“Nine.” Open the left hand and show that it is empty, as shown in Figure 31. 

!  18
Copyright ©2019 Michael Duseberg Inc



!  
Figure 31 

“Ten.”  Turn the right hand over and open it to reveal both cotton balls, as shown in 
Figure 32. 

!  
Figure 32 

Let them drop to the table. It’s all as easy as counting One to Ten. 

Postscript:  I went to great lengths to describe what takes ten seconds to perform. That’s 
because I believe that this is a “gem” that will captivate the spectator. This is especially 
true for a child spectator. Kids love to count. The really young children will count along 
with you because they love to show off their counting skills. As they count, they’ll watch 
in amazement when the cotton ball ends up in the other hand.  

When you first practice, it is natural that your counting sequence will “hang up” at six. 
But after a few run-throughs you’ll start getting the hang of it. Ideally, you do NOT want 
to break the counting rhythm at six. You want to achieve a smooth, rapid, count. Before 
you know it, it will be as easy as, well… counting to ten!  

In lieu of a cotton ball, you can roll-up a bunch of Kleenex tissues. Or, if you have a 
bunch of dollar bills, roll them up. You can even cut little balls out of a block of sponge.  
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Outside The Box 

You’ll Need: Four matches. If the bar doesn’t have matches grab four swizzle sticks. 
You will also need a coin or other round object.  

Preview: This is a bar trick that will guarantee you a free drink. The beauty of this effect 
is that it is not only quick but also easy to do.  

The coin and matches are laid out is reflected in Figure 33, below. 

You explain that it is a glass with a cherry in it, even if it looks like a coin with a bunch of 
matches around it. The object is for the spectator to move ONLY TWO matches in such a 
way that the cherry is outside of the glass. The correct solution should look as indicated 
in Figure 34 below. 

        

Explanation: The secret to success is very simple, once you know it. Note Figure 35. 
Begin by sliding Match C halfway, until it is perpendicular to Match A, essentially 
forming an upside down T. (You can see how this should look by examining Figure 36, 
noting the positions of Matches A and C).  

!  
       Figure 33

!  
             Figure 34
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!  
Figure 35 

Then bring Match B down to the end of C, as shown in Figure 36. 

!  
Figure 36 

The result is shown in Figure 37. 

!  
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Afterthoughts:  The Magician’s Rules 

The “real secrets” of being a magician aren’t really the mechanical secrets about how the 
tricks work or the “where your fingers go” stuff of sleight of hand.  The greatest 
magicians have an incredible ability to draw their audience into the magic.  They make 
the magic appear so important and so exciting people simply cannot look away. 

Here are some important “rules of the road” for performing great magic that will help you 
take what you’ve learned in this book and create an experience your audience will talk 
about for years to come. 

Rule #1:  Practice 
Every trick in this book has a simple secret, but you must practice the moves for even the 
simplest tricks until they are smooth.  

Rule #2:  Presentation 
Every great magic trick “connects” to something in the real world.  Every trick has to be 
“about” something.  The coin trick at the start of this book, for instance, might be a 
“guessing game” or an “observation test.”  If you start by saying “let’s play a game” or 
“Let’s see how close you can watch,” your trick will have meaning to your audience and 
be much more interesting. 

Rule #3: Script 
Write the words you’re going to say out on paper in advance.  Match your words to the 
actions in the trick.  Clarity is much more important than cleverness - always make sure 
your audience understands exactly what you’re saying, and they know why you’re doing 
what you’re doing. 

Rule #4:  Rehearse 
Practice your words and your moves at the same time.  Do it over and over again until 
everything is smooth and clear.  Perform in front a mirror so you can see what the 
audience will see when you perform.  Say your words out loud, too.  Just as your fingers 
need to practice the moves, your mouth needs to practice forming the words and saying 
them in order. 

Rule #5:  100 Times 
Never perform a trick until you’ve rehearsed it in private at least 100 times.  It does 
require that much practice to do it well. 

Rule #6:  Never Repeat a Trick 
The first time you perform a trick, you have the element of surprise on your side.  The 
audience doesn’t know what’s going to happen, so they listen to you closely and follow 
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your words and actions.  When you repeat a trick, they know what’s going to happen, so 
they will try to ignore you and focus on finding out how it works.  Never repeat a trick. 

Rule #7:  The Rule of Three 
Of course, people will request that you repeat a trick almost every time!  It’s a good idea 
to learn your tricks in groups of three.  This way when they say “do it again” you can say 
“let me show you something even better…” Usually, three tricks is just the right amount 
of magic to show your friends - they’ll see something very amazing, and you’ll “leave 
them wanting more,” too. 

The Biggest Rule of All: Have Fun! 
Magic is entertainment, and it’s about having a good time with other people.  Use magic 
to engage and connect with your friends and colleagues.  Enjoy this common experience 
of the impossible.  It’s not about showing how powerful you are or demonstrating that 
you know something they don’t.  It’s about having fun together. 
 
Enjoy! 

I really hope you’ve enjoyed this booklet, and I know you’ll have a great time performing 
these tricks for your friends.  If I can be of any service, don’t hesitate to send a note to me 
through the contact form at MagicMeansBusiness.com.   

Thank you, 
Mike Duseberg 

!  23
Copyright ©2019 Michael Duseberg Inc

http://MagicMeansBusiness.com


Mike Duseberg 
Corporate Entertainer  
Trade Show Attraction 

www.MagicMeansBusiness.com 
www.TradeShowFunnel.com 

(561) 596 3877 
contact@magicmeansbusiness.com
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